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SUBJECT: AFP STORY ON PAKISTAN/US DISCUSSIONS ON NUCLEAR 
ISSUES 

AFP CARRIED THE FOLLOWING STORY ON MARCH 8. 

BEGIN TEXT: ISLAMABAD, MARCH 8 (AFP) - PAKISTAN IS READY 
TO START A "REAL” DISCUSSION WITH THE U.S. ABOUT THE 
AGREED PAKISTANI PURCHASE OF A FRENCH NUCLEAR WASTE 
REPROCESSING PLANT WHICH THE U.S. OPPOSES, PRIME MINISTER 
ZULFIQAR ALI BHUTTO SAID HERE TODAY. 

SPEAKING AT A PRESS CONFERENCE FOLLOWING HIS SWEEPING 
GENERAL ELECTION VICTORY YESTERDAY, MR. BHUTTO SAID HE 
THOUGHT THE PURCHASE HAD AROUSED SUCH GREAT ATTENTION IN 
THE U.S. BECAUSE THE U.S. WAS STILL IN AN ELECTORAL PERIOD. 
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THE TWO COUNTRIES WOULD START DIALOGUE ON THE PROBLEM NOW 
THAT THE ELECTIONS HAD BEEN HELD IN BOTH COUNTRIES, HE 
ADDED. 

MR. BHUTTO DID NOT INDICATE UP TO WHAT POINT PAKISTAN WAS 
READY TO GIVE THE U.S. ASSURANCES ABOUT USE OF THE FRENCH 
PLANT FOR PEACEFUL ENDS, COMMENTING ONLY THAT TALKS WOULD 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


BE "SINCERE". IT WAS THE EIRST TIME MR. BHUTTO HAD 
EXPRESSED HIS WISH TO DIALOGUE WITH THE U.S., WHICH HAS 

THREATENED TO STOP ALL AID TO PAKISTAN IP THE PLANT IS 
BUILT. 

PRANCE, WHILE APPIRMING THAT THE SIGNED CONTRACT IS 
BINDING ON IT, HAS INDICATED IT WOULD GIVE UP THE PROJECT 
IP PAKISTAN SAID IT WANTED TO. 

MR. BHUTTO ALSO SAID HE DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY CANADA 
HAD STOPPED ALL NUCLEAR COOPERATION WITH PAKISTAN. 

HE THOUGHT THE CANADIANS WERE HIGHLY SENSITIVE ON THE 
QUESTION SINCE INDIA, WHICH HAD RECEIVED CANADIAN 
COOPERATION, EXPLODED A NUCLEAR BOMB. MR. BHUTTO 
ADDED THAT HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE ANY MAJOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN RELATIONS WITH CANADA IN THIS REGARD IN THE PORESEE- 
ABLEPUTURE. END TEXT 
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